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SUBJECT: PRESS INTEREST IN SINAI PILED MISSION 

REF: TEL AVIV 786 

1. AS EMBASSY HAS REPORTED, INTEREST IN SFM ACTIVITIES IS 

HIGH IN CAIRO PROM BOTH POREIGN AND EGYPTIAN JOURNALISTS AND 
LIKELY TO REMAIN SO POR FORESEE ARTE PUTURE. WE AGREE WITH 
EMBASSY TEL AVIV (REFTEL) THAT CONSIDERATION SHOULD BE GIVEN 
TO SOME KIND OP PERMANENT ARRANGEMENT. 

2. EMBASSY HAS CONSISTENTLY TAKEN POSITION WITH PRESS (AND 
OTHERS) THAT IT IS NOT DIRECTLY INVOLVED INSPM ACTIVITIES 
SINCE SPM IS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE TO SSM WASHINGTON. WE 

DO NOT THEREFORE RECOMMEND ASSIGNMENT OP SPM PAO TO EMBASSY 
CAIRO, EVEN ON PART TIME BASIS. WE ASSUME THAT SPM DIRECTOR 
THORNE WILL HANDLE PRINCIPAL PUBLIC APFAIRS PUNCTION ONCE HE 
IS IN PLACE. FOR ROUTINE MATTERS, VISITS, CODELS, ETC. 

ONE POSSIBLE SOLUTION WOULD BE CHARGINE SPM LIAISON OPPICERS 
IN CAIRO AND TEL AVIV WITH ALSO HANDLING PRESS INQUIRIES. 
CONPIDENTIAL 
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EMBASSY WILL OP COURSE CONTINUE TO PROVIDE ALL APPROPRIATE 
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BACKSTOPPING, BUT WOULD PREFER NOT TO BECOME FOCAL POINT FOR 
PRESS INQUIRIES OR ARRANGEMENTS CONNECTED SINAI OPERATION. 
EILTS 
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